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razil, once the world’s largest slave colony, was brutal and deadly for millions of Africans. But thousands escaped or rebelled, creating quilombos (“encampments”) in Brazil’s untamed hinterland. Today they struggle to maintain a rich heritage born of resistance to oppression. 

 “Quilombo Country” explores Afrobrazilian village life among the forests and rivers of northern Brazil, with rare footage of festivals and ceremonies that blend Catholic, African and native Amazonian rituals and customs, including the use of dance, drumming, tobacco and other sacred plants to facilitate the communication between the spiritual and material worlds. “Quilombo Country” is alive with first-person accounts of racial conflict, cultural ferment, political identity, and the struggle for land and human rights. 

Narrated by Chuck D, front man of the legendary hip hop band Public Enemy.

Credits

Produced, directed, photographed, edited and written by Leonard Abrams

Assistant Director: Shirli Michalevicz

Assistant Producer: Eduarda Ribeiro

Screenings
“Quilombo Country” has appeared in:

Aluta Film Festival, Kimberley, South Africa; Black International Cinema Berlin (Winner: Best Documentary); Chicago Latino Film Festival; Cine Las Americas Film Festival, Austin, TX; Document 5 International Human Rights Film Festival, Glasgow; Durban International Film Festival, South Africa; Finger Lakes Environmental Film Festival, Ithaca, NY; E. Desmond Lee Africa World Festival, St. Louis, MO & Lagos, Nigeria; Human Rights Nights Film Festival, Bologna; Independent Black Film Festival, Atlanta; New Orleans International Human Rights Film Festival; Ovni Film & Video Festival, Barcelona; Pan African Film Festival, Los Angeles; Rio International Ethnographic Film Festival; Rwanda International Film Festival; San Francisco Black Film Festival; Vancouver Pan African Film Festival; and the Zanzibar International Film Festival. Also screened in 2007 at the British Museum as part of its “Resistance!” film series, at the DuSable Museum of African-American History in Chicago, and in most of the communities where the subjects live.  
About the Director

Leonard Abrams is a writer for print as well as a filmmaker, and an editor of both. He published and edited the East Village Eye magazine from 1979 to 1987, created the multiracial hip hop club Hotel Amazon in 1988, and since then was Music Editor of Details magazine [NY] and US Editor of Soul Underground [London] and Masthead literary magazine [Melbourne]. He began traveling in Brazil in the early 1990s and started this, his first major filmmaking effort, in 2001. His transition to motion picture media comes from a desire “to tell stories in a more direct fashion, more like the original storytellers did.” 

Filmography: This is the director’s first film.
